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SECRETERIAT
Sri Akal Takhat Sahtb, Sri Amritsar (Pb.) India
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Translation

Press Release from Secreteriat Sri Akal Takht Sahib on 16-06-2016

Today on the 16™ of June 2016 Giani Gurbachan Singh, Jathedar of Akal Takht
Sahib said that Sikh Rehat Maryada (SRM) is an approved Sikh Constitution.
Panthic Taksals, Deras and Sampardas are the respected sections of the Panth,
but they are not Guru Panth by themselves. It took Guru Panth 14 years of hard
laborious work to get the SRM approved and printed and now it is the duty of
Akal Takht and SGPC to get the SRM implemented in its true form. After it
was approved by the General House of SGPC the SRM was then printed. When
a hand written draft is printed, it does not remain a draft anymore, it becomes a
book or booklet.

During the AGM of SGPC, the Main Sewaks of the Takhts/Jathedars and the
Chief Granthi of Sachkhand Sri Harmandir Sahib are present as members and
their presence shows agreement with the resolutions of the General House. The
Sikh Rehat Maryada was launched by the Jathedar then and now to question it
and say it is not Panth accepted is tantamount to creating a divide in the Panth.

A great deal of damage has already been done to the Sikh Societies by people
acting on their own accord against Sikh thinking and Maryada. The Deras,
Taksals and Sampardas can have their own Maryada but it cannot be given the
status of Panthic Maryada. Acting according to their own wishes and Panthic
Maryada cannot go hand in hand. Guru Ji with his grace and to save us from
praying to individuals gave us the way to unite with Panthic Maryada. The
Panthic discipline is the basis of SRM. From 1932, guided by the light of
Gurbani, the Sikh ceremonies like naming a Child, Anand Sanskar, Amrit
ceremony, and Death ceremony are being performed. After the daily morning
prayer, when every Sikh stands in Ardaas, then living a Sikh life according to
SRM makes it meaningful.

Since 1932, the Jathedar of all Takhts, the Granthis of Sachkhand Harmandir
Sahib and all the historical Gurdwaras are carrying on with this Sewa. The
Taksals, the Deras, the Sampardas have their own Maryada but no individual -
how great he may be — cannot be given the right to question SRM.

SRM is published by SGPC but it is not the Maryada of SGPC, but the
Maryada of the Panth. SGPC prints SRM as part of their Sewa and sends it to
Sikh Gurdwaras, Parbhandak Committee Delhi, Missionary Colleges, and
Panthic Societies. SRM is the proof of Panthic unity. No one has the right to
question it and no Society is allowed to change a letter/word in it. [f there was a
need of making a change, then the procedure that was followed in preparing i,
the same procedure must be followed again in discussing the matter and to
decide whether to add or subtract any matters. [ appeal to Sikhs around the
world to strengthen every Sikh institution and stand guard and be vigilant to
protect the SRM and obtain Waheguru’s blessings.

)



